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VEF contributes to raising academic values 

On April 16, while working with press agencies in Ho 
Chi Minh City, Dr. Stephen F. Maxner, Chairman of the 
Vietnam Education Foundation (VEF) Board of Directors 
confirmed that through the results from education 
exchange programs between Vietnam and the United 
States, VEF contributes to increasing academic values. 

According to Dr. Stephen F. Maxner, VEF main 

programs are exchange ones in the fields of natural 
sciences, technology, public health and information 
technology. 

The goal of VEF is to provide Vietnamese talented students with opportunities to study in the 
United States so that they can have access to the latest science and technology achievements 
and contribute to the socio-economic development of Vietnam when they return. 

With its official operation since March 2003, VEF receives an annual budget of U.S.$5 
million from the U.S. Congress until 2018 for 3 programs: The Fellowship Program, which 
brings Vietnamese nationals to the United States for graduate degree programs; the Visiting 
Scholar Program, which funds Vietnamese nationals, who already hold a doctorate, to further 
develop their professional skills via studies, research, and/or observational activities at 
leading U.S. academic institutions; and the U.S. Faculty Scholar Program, which provides 
grants to U.S. professors to teach courses at Vietnamese institutions for one or two semesters, 
on-site in Vietnam or via interactive, real-time videoconferencing from the United States. 
 
So far, VEF has sent 341 outstanding Vietnamese to purse graduate programs in 76 top-tier 
U.S. research universities. 129 have graduated with master's and doctoral degrees. Among 
these, 74 have returned to Vietnam to teach at universities or work in enterprises. 

Under the Visiting Scholar Program, 29 Vietnamese with doctorates have been sent to 23 
major U.S. universities. Under the U.S. Faculty Scholar Program, 12 American Faculty 
Scholars have been selected to teach courses at 11 Vietnamese universities either on-site in 
Vietnam or via video conferencing from the United States. 
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