VEF HELD ITS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The 10th Annual Conference with the theme "'Leading the Change” was organized by the
Vietnam Education Foundation (VEF) at Florida State University in the United States.

More than 200 VEF Fellows and Scholars from top level universities across the United States,
together with representatives from the Vietnam Embassy in the United States, Vietham
Ministries, and universities of the two countries attended the Conference.

Representatives of the Vietnam Embassy in the United States, the
Vietnam Ministry of Education and Training, the Vietnam Ministry of
Science and Technology, the VEF Board members, and
representatives of Florida State University, all participated in VEF’s
10th anniversary.

The Annual Conference is one of VEF’s most important activities. This event is an opportunity
for VEF Fellows, Visiting Scholars, and U.S. Faculty Scholars to exchange their extensive
knowledge and experience in their various fields, which will, then, create a strong network in the
United States and also in Vietnam, when they finish their programs and return home.

Dr. Lynne McNamara, Executive Director of VEF, commented: "VEF provides a significant link
in creating professional and academic collaboration between Vietnam and the United States.
Hosting the VEF Annual Conference at top U.S. universities, like Florida State University, gives
our Fellows and Scholars a chance to get to know the excellence of different U.S. academic
institutions."

The 2013 Annual Conference is honored to have keynote speakers such as Sir Harold W. Kroto,
Nobel Laureate for Chemistry (1996) and Francis Eppes, Professor of Chemistry and
Biochemistry at Florida State University, and Dr. Duong Vu, Director and THP Group Chair,
Professor of Systems Science, John von Neumann Institute at Vietnam National University, Ho



Chi Minh City. Notable speakers from Florida State University included Dr. Nancy Marcus,
Dean of the Graduate School, and Dr. Gary K. Ostrander, Vice President for Research.

Speakers at the Conference included the following Vietnamese dignitaries: Dr. Nguyen Vu Tung,
Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in the United States; Dr.
Mai Ha, Director-General, International Cooperation Department, Vietham Ministry of Science
and Technology; and Mr. Tran Ba Viet Dzung, Director-General, International Cooperation
Department, Vietnam Ministry of Education and Training.

VEF Fellows and Scholars participating in the 2013 VEF Annual
Conference

During the conference, a variety of sessions and discussions were organized, together with
leadership workshops presented by Florida State University faculty/staff. The scientific poster
session was attended by VEF Fellows, Visiting Scholars, and U.S. Faculty Scholars. Besides
this, the Conference provided other networking activities like the "Gala Dinner"and the “VEFFA
Idol Night” with performances by VEF Fellows and Scholars.

The Vietnam Education Foundation (VEF) is an independent U.S. Federal Government agency
created by the U.S. Congress in 2000. VEF has established educational exchanges for
Vietnamese nationals to pursue graduate and post-graduate studies in the United States, and for
American citizens to teach in Vietnam.

VEF contributes to strengthening the U.S.-Vietnam bilateral relationship. Every year, VEF
receives a budget of U.S. $5 million from the U.S. Congress until 2018. VEF officially began its
operations in 2003 and the year 2013 marks its 10" anniversary. The 10th Annual Conference is
the first event of the year that will celebrate this important milestone in the history of VEF.
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