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January 7, 2012

Mr. Chris Fussner

Chairman of the Board of Directors
Vietnam Education Foundation (VEF)
2111 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 700
Arlington, VA 22201

Dear Mr. Fusner,

I am pleased to write in support of the Vieinam Education Foundation’s
programs. Qur experience with VEF programs has been positive and rewarding.
In fact, we would like to continue expanding our participation.

The University of Southern California is a global university and America’s
leader in international student enrallment, making USC a leader in international
education. We strongly encourage learning and research programs through
exchanges of students, scholars, and faculty.

The greater our faculty members’ and students’ understanding of our overseas
partners, the stronger our research programs will be and the better prepared and
more successful our students will be. Our faculty members have much to gain
through exchanges with their counterparts in other countries, and I have always
encouraged them to seek out such opportunities. Victnam is an emerging
economy located, like Los Angeles (and USC), on the Pacific Rim. Working
together with Vietnamese institutions and agencies in the context of VEF
programs is desirable and enriching for all concerned.

The Viterbi School has matriculated five VEF Ph.D. Fellows and has a 2011-
2012 VEF Faculty Scholar, Dr. Cyrus Shahabi. In addition, Dr. Hanh D. Le-
Griffin, an Adjunct Associate Professor in USC’s Civil and Environmental
Engineering Department, is a former University of Hanoi faculty member who
earned her Ph.D. at Gifu University through a joint program with Japan. She has
provided comments on what such programs mean to the participants and to

Vietnam.
The Ph.D. Fellows

 Three of the VEF Ph.D. Fellows started at USC in Fall 2011 following a
rigorous selection process by two of our most competitive departments, Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science. It is too soon to evaluate their academic
progress, but all three appear to have made strong starts.

« Nam Ma is a 4" year doctoral student in computer science, advised by
Prof. Viktor Prasanna. I will forward Prof. Prasanna’s comments on Nam’s
performance as soon as they are available.

« Thang Ba Dinh, just graduated in December 2011 with a Ph.D. in




Computer Science. He has accepted a position as a research engineer at KLA-
Tencor in northern California for a period of academic training. His research
advisor, Prof. Gerard Medioni,

(http://www.cs.usc.edw/faculty-
staff/details.asp?lname=Medioni&fmame=Gerard),

provided these comments about his work with him.

“ Thang’s technical preparation was very good, and he joined the
Programming Contest team coached by Prof. Kempe early on. His written
English was acceptable, but he needed to improve his oral expression.

This, together with adaptation o a new, different culture, caused him some
difficulties in class work the first year. After the first two years, which he
mostly devoted to coursework, Thang started to blossom in research. He
published 6 papers in very competitive conferences, including the top ones
in our field, ECCV and CVPR. which have a less than 25% acceptance ratio.
He is preparing 2 journal submissions.

Overall, his performance is outstanding, and he leaves a legacy of research
and software for other students to build upon.

I am most pleased with our experience with the VEF program, and would
welcome the opportunity to host other VEF candidates. Note that I have
been asked by Dr. Peggy Petrochenkov, the Program Officer of the
Vietnam Fducation Foundation, to participate in the VEF selection for
next year."

Prof. Cyrus Shahabi - Viterbi School Professor of Computer Science and
VEF Faculty Scholar

In Fall 2011 Dr. Shahabi offered a course to a class of 17 last-year
undergraduate students at Hanoi University of Science and Technology (HUST)
with assistance from two HUST faculty, through our distance education facility.
The course title was: Geospatial Information Management. The same course
was offered simultaneously to a class of 23 praduate students at USC. He
traveled to Vietnam once at the beginning of the semester to prepare the
students for the course and its main project, and then traveled a second time at
the end of the semester to grade the students’ final exams and projects. His
report, which he presented at the VEF Annual Conference in Shreveport, LA,
provides more details about the course, the performance of the HUST students,
and his experience in teaching this course and visiting Hanoi.

A few days ago on his way to the VEF Annual Conference, Prof. Shahabi
commented,

 All in all, an extremely posilive and rewarding experience. As lar as the
VEF student fellows go, T have one who joined my (research) group this past
fall. Tt is too early for full evaluation but so far he has done great. His name
is Hien To."”



http://www.vef.gov/download/Letter_from_USC_ Dr_Cyrus_Shahabi.pdf

Hanh D. Le-Griffin, Ph.D. — Viterbi School Adjunct Associate Professor and
former Monbusho exchange student

Dr. Le-Griffin was one of the first Vietnamese scholars to benefit from an
international exchange program, receiving her doctorate in Civil Engineering
from Gifu University in 1995. She first came to USC as visiting scholar later
that same year. She reports,

“ Without question the opportunity for talented and promising Vietnamese
students to pursue studies in science and technology at the Viterbi School
represents a valuable undertaking for both the student and for the country of
Vietnam, For the participating students, the VEF program provides a life
changing experience and an opportunity to gain knowledge of the peoples
and professional practices outside of Vietnam and Southeast Asia; and for the
country, the knowledge these students gain through this experience will
provide a continuing benefit to Vietnam’s development and integration with
world economies and international structures.

I know from studying overseas in Japan as a recipient of a Monbusho
scholarship, and as a faculty member at Tokyo University and at USC
teaching international students, that the students participating in the VEF
programs often advance rapidly in their fields of study, and enjoy a
supportive system of mentoring and guidance, especially during the first
year study overseas. Upon graduation and returning to Vietnam to pursue
careers in their professional ficld, they will provide a valuable resource to
both governmental agencies and private enterprise throughout their careers.

The VEF/USC cooperative program has successfully demonstrated its value
to both Victnamese students pursuing professional studies overseas, and in
facilitating international teaching and research opportunities in Victnam for
USC faculty.

[ commend the recent accomplishments of the VEF/USC cooperative
program, and look forward to supporting the program’s continuing efforts
to advance international education and cooperation in technology and
science.”

In summary, this has been a strong positive experience for all parties concerned
and we look forward to continue our participation and support of this excellent
VEF programs.

Sincerely,

Uewed ¢ - 2o —

Yannis C. Yortsos
Dean




