J-1 Immigration 101

by Joseph Macade

VEF Program Officer
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Your 1-94 Arrival/Departure Card

The Form 1-94
Arrival/Departure
Card serves as
documentation of
legal entry In the
U.S. Iin a specific
status for a
specific period of
time.




After Arrival in the USA

1. Check-in with your International Students’ & Scholars’
Office (ISO) at your university & attend their orientation.

2. Upload in the OMS:
A copy of your stamped DS-2019
A copy of your passport ID page
A copy of your 1-94 card
A copy of your J-1 visa

3. Enter your address in the OMS within 10 days

4. Enter your department contact info, academic/host
advisor’s info and your ISO contact info in the OMS




After Arrival in the USA (cont'd.)

5. Apply for a Social Security Number

- letter from VEF

- 1-94 Card

- Passport

- DS-2019

- Application
(http://www.ssa.gov/online/ss-5.pdf)




Maintaining J-1Student Status

1. Maintain full-time enrollment during the
Fall & Spring terms.
(typically 9 credits)

- You must receilve approval, in advance,
from VEF to be enrolled less than full-
time.

- You are not required to enroll during the
summer term unless it is your last term.




Legal Reasons for enrolling less than
full-time (with approval from VEF)

= During your first term you are having difficulty
with the English language and/or American
teaching methods

(requires a letter from academic advisor)

= Documented medical condition (requires letter
from your doctor)

= It is your last term and you only need a few
credits to complete your program

(requires letter from your advisor)




Maintaining J-1 Student Status
(cont'd.)

2. YOou must receive approval from
VEF, In advance, iIf you want to
change your field of study or
degree level.

- In most cases a change in the field of study
IS not permitted under J-1 immigration
laws.




Maintaining J-1 Student Status
(cont'd.)

3. Do not work without approval, In
advance, from VEF.

-Types of Employment:
On-campus Employment
Academic Training




On-campus Employment

Takes place on your school’'s campus
Related to your field of study

Limited to 20 hours per week during the
academic year but can be full-time (over
20 hours) during school breaks (summer,
winter break, etc.

Authorization can only be granted one
year at a time

Complete the application in the OMS,
before beginning your job, and VEF will
provide you with the required
authorization letter.




Academic Training

Work, training, or experience, on a part-time (20
hours per week) or full-time basis (over 20 hours
per week), directly related to a J-1 student’s field
of study.

Usually iIs off-campus

May be taken before or after completion of your
degree.

PhD students are given a total of 36 months of
AT time. 18 of these months must be taken after
completion of your PhD for post-doctoral training.

AT Is granted for a specific position, at a specific
location for a specific period of time.

Complete the application in the OMS and VEF will
Issue the required letter and an updated DS-2019
which shows your AT authorization




Maintaining J-1 Scholar Status

1. You must work/perform research at
the university and department
listed on your DS-2019. Working or
performing research anywhere else
IS a violation of your J-1 status.

You are not permitted to be
employed outside of your stated
training program.




Exception

s J-1 Research Scholars and J-1 Short-
term Scholars may receive
permission from VEF, in advance, to
perform a one-time or occasional
lecture or consultation and receive
payment for their services.




International Travel

Before traveling please complete the application
for international travel in the OMS.

To re-enter the US you are required to have a
sighature by VEF on the bottom right corner of
your DS-2019. This signhature is valid for 12
months from the date of signhing for J-1 Students
and J-1 Research Scholars whose program is at
least 12 months, and 6 months for J-1 Short-
term Scholars. You do not need a new signature
every time you travel.

You also must have a valid J-1 visa and valid
passport to re-enter the US.



Exception

Automatic Revalidation

You may travel to Canada, Mexico or
any of the Caribbean Islands except
Cuba for a period of less than 30
days and re-enter the US on an
expired J visa.




Exchange Visitor Program Info

Academic and Government Programs Division
U.S. Department of State

Office of Exchange Coordination & Designation
ECA/EC/AG - SA-44, Room 820

301 4th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20547

Telephone: 202/203-5029

Fax: (202) 453-8640

Jjvisas@state.gov




