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1- What do professors need?

2- Where are you now?

3- What should you prepare?

4- On the interview day

| 5- References



1- What do professors need?

cademics

Passionate
. Clear goals and determination
Consistent
Research motivations
Careful
Research capacity
Honest
. Being well-informed
Adaptive
S Eagerness to learn new things
Self-disciplined




2- Where are you now?

Only

you Outline your strong and weak
could points

know! Promote your own advantages

Strategically improve your
weak points



3- What should you prepare?

Application profile (SOP, CV, certificates)

Background

Research works

Multiple experience: teaching, research,
working

Future program and university

English

Rehearsals



3- What should you prepare?

| Application
__ profile

;\_ All application info may be asked about!

L,u ' Review your application carefully,
=il revise if necessary
Lmum- List questions related to application

\ profile and answer them.
} Test your answers to see if they are

logical and convincing enough.




3- What should you prepare?

> _
. Background

|

~fundamental courses

Key courses related to your research
mportant theories in your field
Courses that you got low grades




3- What should you prepare?

Done works:
Scope

Research methods
Results

Proposals

" Future works:
memd

- Motivations

Matching
\_4 * Presented in blocks, diagrams, charts

(paper and pens)




3- What should you prepare?

Be prepared
to describe
exactly and BRIEFLY:

| Multiple
ot
- * Lessons learnt
How this experience shapes and
\_4 contributes to your future
research/career path

Your work done



3- What should you prepare?

What do you want to be in 5, 10

years?

Why PhD/MS?

Program: name, courses

University: your selected ones,

- professors and their research interest

L_‘ match + publications, ranking,
relationship




3- What should you prepare?

Listening: English shows -> familiar
with conversations

Speaking: anywhere and anytime
— List all the questions
Write down the answer

sEE Learn by heart
Present answers like in the interview

L. ° Revise answers (short, clear, to the
point, refine the blocks, diagrams)

|| English .




3- What should you prepare?

Play the interview with:
VEF fellows/experts/teachers/
managers/colleagues/friends

2-3 times at least
| . * Around 45-60 minutes.
L‘um 3-7 days apart
} Ask their feedback and revise the way
‘ roareale Kou answer |
‘ **Prepare some questions to ask the
professors




4- On the interview day

Relax !l

Prepare for your next day’s appearance
Go to bed early

Plan to come to the exam site 30 minutes
early



4- On the interview day

Bring three (03) updated application profiles
Be confident, positive and honest
Listen carefully

Ask to restate the guestion if you don't
understand clearly

Organize your answers
Speak precisely, not necessarily too fast
Practice eye contact




4- On the interview day

Jse the white-board
Drive the next question to the parts that are
well-prepared
Don’'t think about the previous unsuccessful
answers

Don’t give up and try to answer the
guestions even you have never thought about

Shake hands, say thank you and goodbye
at the end




4- On the interview day

Situations

Solutions

. You do not understand the question

.Ask the Professors to re-question you

“Qould you please restate (rephrase)
your question”

“I can'’t hear you very clearly”

. You'd like to confirm the guestion

. “If I understand you correctly,
you've asked me ..."

. You do not know how to answer the
question

. 'T don’t know much about this..., but
I do know about that...”

. You get your facts wrong

. “Sorry, what I meant is this...”

. You talk too fast

. “So, lets just recap on that...”




4- On the interview day

Situations

Solutions

. You forget to say something

- Sorry, I should just mention one
thing”

. You express the complicated ideas

. “So, basically, what I'm saying is
this... (make it simple)”

. You talk nonsense

. "Sorry, perhaps I didnt make that
quite clear....”

. You talk wrong

. "Sorry, let me rephrase that...”

. You run out of time

. 50, just to give you the main points
here...”
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Thank you!




