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Improving International Understanding 
through Sharing Educational Resources

1. Knowledge is meant to be shared
2. For real collaboration, you need to2. For real collaboration, you need to 

understand your partners
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What is OpenCourseWare?

• High quality educational materials organized 
as courses 
A package of educational materials starting a particular point 
in the knowledge spectrum, leading to greater understanding g p g g g
of the issue or topic
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What is OpenCourseWare?

• Materials organized as courses

• Openly licensed for distribution, re‐use and p y
modification
– Self‐learners
– Educators
– Policy makers
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What is OpenCourseWare?

• Materials organized as coursesMaterials organized as courses
• Openly licensed for distribution, re‐use and modification

• Materials are a reflection of the education• Materials are a reflection of the education 
provided by the sponsoring institution, and 
from the author(s)from the author(s)
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What is OpenCourseWare?

• Materials organized as coursesMaterials organized as courses
• Openly licensed for distribution, re‐use and modification 
• Materials are a reflection of the sponsoring institution’sMaterials are a reflection of the sponsoring institution s 

education

• Institutions are the decision makers forInstitutions are the decision makers for 
their contributions, so OpenCourseWare 
projects can be quite differentprojects can be quite different
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The OCW Movement—How it StartedThe OCW Movement—How it Started

Two Questions:MIT Administration posed two Questions 
to the Faculty Committee:

How is the internet 
going to changegoing to change 
education?

What is MIT going to 
do about it?

Former MIT President Charles VestFormer MIT President Charles Vest
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The OCW Movement—How it Started

The Report

F MIT’ Mi i• Focus on MIT’s Mission:
“to advance knowledge in ways that will best serve the 
nation and the world” 

• Use technology to openly share educational 
t i lmaterials
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The OCW Movement—Global Growth

As institutions and learners around the       
world began to realize the power ofworld began to realize the power of 
opening education to the world, the 
movement began on a global scalemovement began on a global scale
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Our mission is to advance formal and 
informal learning through the worldwide g g
sharing and use of free, open, high‐quality 
education materials organized as courses.



The OCW Consortium

• ~250 member institutions

• ~12,000 courses

• ~25 languages

http://ocwconsortium.org
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How does OCW contribute to 
international understandinginternational understanding 

and cooperation?
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or region

• Demonstrate the teaching and learning styles 
of different cultures
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OCW materials:

• Showcase the education and educational systems of a country 
or region
D h hi d l i l f diff• Demonstrate the teaching and learning styles of different 
cultures

• Case studies and examples used highlight• Case studies and examples used highlight 
societal characteristics 

Values– Values
– Symbols
– Humor
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connections with others in their field or 
related fields
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OCW platform:

• Global academic resource for faculty to make connections 
with others in their field or related fields

• Allows quick and efficient dissemination of 
research and papers
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OCW platform:

• Global academic resource for faculty to make connections 
with others in their field or related fields
Q i k d ffi i di i i f h d• Quick and efficient dissemination of research and papers

• Experts in a field can be readily identified, 
i ibili i f i i lopening possibilities for new international 

collaborations
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OCW platform:

• Global academic resource for faculty to make connections 
with others in their field or related fields
Q i k d ffi i di i i f h d• Quick and efficient dissemination of research and papers

• Experts in a field can be readily identified, opening 
possibilities for new international collaborationspossibilities for new international collaborations

• Universal, free library allowing virtual 
collaborationscollaborations 
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Join us

OCWC 2010 Global Meeting and Conference

Educational Policy and 
OCWC 2010 Global Meeting and Conference

OpenCourseWare 
Hanoi, VietnamHanoi, Vietnam

May 5‐7, 2010

Co‐Hosted by 

Vietnam Ministry 
of Education and Training
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Thank You!
Visit The OpenCourseWare Consortium portal atVisit The OpenCourseWare Consortium portal at
http://www.ocwconsortium.org

Contact the Consortium at:
f db k@ tifeedback@ocwconsortium.org

February 3, 2010 Name—OCW Consortium


